
NAYSAYER

- What matters most is how well you 
walk through the fire - 
C. Bukowski



NAYSAYER is a dramatic coming of age digital se-
ries filmed in New York City. The first season, which finished 
principal photography July 22nd, is eight episodes with an av-
erage running time of twelve minutes an episode. 

Log Line 

A teenage survivor of  a school shooting ends up in 
the cross-hairs of  hoaxers who will stop at nothing 
to disprove the tragedy.

Short Synopsis 

Randall (16) survived the Marquis Elementary 
school shooting five years ago, but his sister Julie 
(6) did not. Their horrific story is the basis of  his 
parents’ gun control non-profit, Julie’s Wish. His 
parents, Sacha (45) and Austin (41), focus their 
grief  into activism, turning both of  their kids into 
poster children for the cause. 

Tragically, this makes the family an irresistible 
target for the gun-rights zealots and hoaxers, all 
bent on muffling the family’s mission by any means 
necessary. 

Outside of  the family’s grief, Randall is just anoth-
er adolescent skater aspiring to Instagram fame 
alongside his friends. When Randall and right-wing 
contrarian Cynthia (17) unexpectedly fall for each 
other, Randall’s rebellion begins against his par-
ents, the narrative of  his sister’s death and his en-
tire understanding of  what happened at Marquis.
   
As hoaxers step up their attacks on the family, 
confronting each of  them separately, then finally 
together at the year’s big memorial event, Randall 
begins to ask the conspiracy driven questions 
publicly that Cynthia has encouraged him to work 
through. When he ponders at the podium that night 
whether or not his sister in fact died that day at 
Marquis, he sets in motion a quest that will test 
Randall’s relationship with reality, his family and 
friends, and his first love, Cynthia.   



Call To Action 

I’m a progressive humanist who grew up 
shooting guns. Lately, I’ve become increas-
ingly disillusioned by our collective response 
to tragedies in our own home towns. Mass 
shootings were once tragedies that gave us 
pause, rallied us together and reminded us of  
our greatest power as a people; to heal our-
selves. 
But, today, in this post-truth world, it is now 
acceptable to prey upon survivors of  family 
tragedy for the sake of  an ideology or an in-
dustry. Everything is fair game. 
FUCK THAT.
I appreciate our Second Amendment rights, 
but not to the detriment of  our society. I feel 
teenagers get it. There is a power that takes 
root in our coming of  age, when we have the 
opportunity to cut through the bullshit; much 
like the survivors from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School. 
Yet, even they are mocked for high-lighting 
an insufferable scourge that no one seems to 
have the courage to prevent but many have 
the gumption, cowardice and inhumanity to 
promote. 
This series is a reminder of  just how low 
our fellow Americans are willing to stoop to 
quench their fanaticism. But I hope telling this 
story through the unvarnished eyes of  a teen-
ager will help bolster our courage as a nation. 
I hope this will compel us to embrace sensi-
ble gun laws, re-align our treatment of  each 
other online and end the digital radicalization 
sweeping our culture… 

...if  it’s not too late.

m.m. minard



Filmmaker Bio 

If  anybody knows how to smile at the 
absurdities of  our world it’s Michael 
Molina Minard. Raised Buddhist by a 
gay Hispanic mother, Michael is a sec-
ond-generation filmmaker who worked 
at HBO and Levinson/Fontana while 
completing his Screenwriting MFA at 
Columbia University. His sports drama 
short film Standing8 was a 2015 con-
tender for the Oscar Shorts, recipient 
of  the Arthur P. Sloan Award, Urban-
world Grand Jury Prize, Panavision 
Limelight Award and DGA Outstanding 
Directorial Award. Minard discovered 
his love of  writing at Second City and 
placed in the 2016 Nicholl Fellowship 
with his coming age dark comedy Cen-
tipede Force. He was nominated for the 
2017 Humanitas Award and mulled over 
by multiple Sundance Screenwriter’s 
Labs. A former Golden Gloves boxer, 
Minard loves a good political fight, a 
slamming dish of  ceviche, and holds 
the honor as the first person to break-
dance for president Obama the night of  
his inauguration.
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